The Story of an Hour by Chopin

1. ) How might heart trouble be more than a physical ailment? Note that this is the first thing we are told about her and how other people respond to her. Evidently this is--at least for those around her--an important part of who she is. 
2.) Why is Josephine tantalizing Ms. Mallard with hints (2nd para)? Is this alerting us that there may be other "veiled hints" in the story? What does this suggest about how the family views Mrs. M.?
3.) What does this paragraph suggest about Richards' feelings for Mrs. M? Why is he in such a hurry? 
4.) Why are we first told how she does NOT hear the news? What does this reaction suggest about her? About how "ladies" were expected to react?
5.) How are the window and chair descriptions suggestive of longing or desire? What do they imply about her ordinary life?
6.) What does this very dramatic (even melodramatic) statement suggest about her psychological state? her life? Note the intimate connection between body and soul.
7.) Note the contrast of motion and stillness. Why is the time of year so important?

8.) Delicious ordinarily refers to taste. Who is "tasting" here? Why is the word used?

9.) She too has been "crying." What does this detail, as well as the other sensory images, tell you about what she is experiencing?

10.) How does this picture represent symbolically what she sees about her situation?

11.) Does her age surprise you? What does her face tell you about her life?

12.)"Now" indicates a change--of what kind?

13.) What do "abandon" and "escape" suggest. Is there other imagery of imprisonment in the story?

14.) Who would consider this joy "monstrous"? Do you, as a reader? What makes her perception "clear and exalted?" To whom? Do you agree or do you judge her negatively at this point?

15.) There seems to be no question whether her husband loved her, is there? What clues are there of HOW he loved her?

16.) “There would be no one to live for during those coming years;”   

What cherished domestic and 19th century myth does Chopin challenge here?

17.) “no powerful will bending hers in that blind persistence with which men and women believe they have a right to impose a private will upon a fellow-creature”   

Here Chopin--or is it Mrs. Mallard?-- is making a very general statement about relationships, particularly between men and women. How does it apply to this case? What might make it a "crime"? Do you agree?

18.) What does Josephine's plea say about the expectations of those around Louise (now given a name)?

19.)“goddess of Victory.”   What has she conquered that would make her seem victorious? Note the physical position of each person as she "descends.

20.) Why is he stained by travel if he was not on the train? This is our major description of him; does it go beyond the condition of his clothing? He is also carrying a “grip-sack,” not a briefcase or “suitcase;” what does this word suggest? Does his distance echo the nature of their marriage?
21.) “they said she had died of heart disease --of the joy that kills.” Whose interests does this diagnosis serve? How is it reflective of Chopin's implied view of marriage?
