The Great Gatsby Study Guide

Chapter 1
1. Who is telling the story? 
2. From what section of the country is Nick’s family?

3. In what war did Nick participate?

4. When did Nick go east to enter the bond business?

5. Where does Nick live now? Describe where Nick lives.

6. What community lies across the bay?

7. How were Nick and Daisy related?

8. Describe Tom Buchanan. Describe Daisy Buchanan.

9. Why did Tom leave the dinner table?

10. What did Daisy wish for her daughter to be?

11. Who was the fourth guest for dinner at the Buchanan’s home?

12. How does the narrator function more than just a narrative device?

13. What quality of Nick’s character allows him to become involved with such as Jordan Baker, Gatsby, and the Buchanans?

14. How does Nick’s character develop in the novel?

15. What forms the basis of Nick’s moral capacity?

16. What symbolizes Gatsby’s, the Buchanan’s, and Jordan’s lack of firm moral basis?

17. What does the move from the west to the east symbolize?

18. Describe the people of West Egg. Describe the people of East Egg.

19. What is the significance of the inconsequential conversation at the Buchanan’s dinner?

20. What does the green light at the end of the chapter symbolize?

Chapter 2

1. Who is Tom’s mistress? What is her husband’s profession?

2. Does Tom know him? How?

3. Identify Catherine.

4. What reason did Catherine give Nick for Tom and Myrtle’s not getting married?

5. What did Tom do to Myrtle when she insisted upon calling Daisy’s name?

6. What does the valley of ashes represent?

7. The eyes of Dr. T.J. Eckleburg are identified with the eyes of whom?

8. What surprises Nick about Tom’s openness about his mistress?

9. What does Tom’s insistence that Nick meet Myrtle suggest about Tom?

10. What does the incident about Tom’s breaking Myrtle’s nose suggest about his character?

11. How is Tom’s attitude toward George Wilson similar to his attitude about Gatsby?

12. How are George and Gatsby men of larger spirit than Tom at the end of the book?

13. What is Myrtle’s main concern?

14. How does the list of things that Myrtle wants show her distorted sense of values?

Chapter 3

1. Did Nick receive an invitation to Gatsby’s party? Who was the only person at the party Nick knew?

2. Relate some of the stories about Gatsby that were common gossip.

3. How did Nick meet Gatsby?

4. What was the behavior like of the people who attended Gatsby’s party?

5. What was the flaw in Jordan Baker’s character that Nick discovers?

6. What did Nick say was his cardinal virtue?

7. What is the purpose of this chapter?

8. What is the main point of the accident after the party?

9. What does Nick learn about Jordan?

Chapter 4

1. What did Gatsby tell Nick about his past?
2. How did he try to prove he was telling the truth?

3. How was Gatsby able to avoid getting a speeding ticket?

4. Describe Dr. Wolfsheim’s cuff links.

5. Why had Gatsby bought the house where he did?

6. What favor did Gatsby get Jordan Baker to ask Nick to do for him?

7. What is the significance of the first few paragraphs of this chapter?

8. On what day is this scene taking place? What is the importance of this day?

9. What is the significance of the description of Gatsby’s car?

10. What does Gatsby’s autobiography reveal about him?

11. What purpose is served by the character of Meyer Wolfsheim?

12. What is the significance of Daisy’s middle name of “Fay”?

13. What function does Jordan serve in this chapter?

Chapter 5

1. Describe the meeting between Daisy and Gatsby?

2. How did Gatsby try to impress Daisy? 
3. How many years had it been since Gatsby had seen Daisy?

4. Why is this chapter considered the climax of the book?

5. What shows Gatsby’s unawareness of the norms of behavior appropriate to Daisy’s society?

6. What is the significance of Gatsby’s appearance for his meeting with Daisy?

Chapter 6

1. What was Gatsby’s legal name? What were Gatsby’s parents like? 

2. Describe Gatsby’s college career.

3. Who was Dan Cody?  How long did Gatsby work for Cody? Did Gatsby inherit any money from Cody?

4. Name two occasions when Gatsby entertains Tom Buchanan.

5. What is the most important point in the story of Gatsby’s youth?

6. What is the significance of Dan Cody? How does Gatsby’s character parallel that of Dan Cody’s?
7. What does Tom’s statement, “women run around too much these days,” reveal about him?

8. What is Gatsby’s dream? What is wrong with his dream?

Chapter 7

1. Why did Gatsby fire all his servants and hire new ones?

2. How many children does Daisy have? How does Gatsby describe Daisy’s voice?

3. Does Tom know Daisy loves Gatsby? How?

4. Why was Wilson sick?

5. What startling piece of information does Gatsby reveal to Tom?

6. How did Gatsby make all of his money? What was Gatsby’s favorite expression of addressing people?

7. Why was Myrtle Wilson running across the road when she was struck by a car?

8. Who hits Myrtle with a car and kills her? Who wanted to take the blame?

9. At the end of the chapter, why did Nick say he left Gatsby “watching over nothing”?

10. What does Daisy’s indiscreet kiss to Gatsby illustrate about her?

11. Why does Tom react the way he does when he realizes Daisy might be interested in Gatsby?

12. How does Tom react when he realizes Daisy has been involved with Gatsby?

13. How does Wilson react when he realizes Myrtle has been involved with someone?

14. Why does Fitzgerald move the final confrontation between Tom and Gatsby to the Plaza Hotel?

15. Describe Daisy’s reaction tot he confrontation.

16. What is the significance of Nick’s preoccupation with the fact it is his thirtieth birthday?

17. What function does the destruction of Myrtle serve?

18. What is the irony of Gatsby’s watching over Daisy’s room?

Chapter 8

1. How did Daisy and Gatsby become acquainted originally?

2. What was the only compliment Nick ever gave Gatsby?

3. What made George Wilson suspect his wife was having an affair?

4. Why was Gatsby killed? Who killed him?

5. What does it mean at the end of the chapter where it states the “...holocaust was complete”?

6. What is the foreshadowed at the beginning of the chapter?

7. What indicates Nick’s new sense of responsibility?

8. Explain the plot of the story as laid out against a symbolic background of seasons.

Chapter 9

1. What one person at the inquest could have told the truth about the identity of Myrtle’s lover?

2. Who was the only friend to Gatsby who cared he was dead?

3. What relative came to Gatsby’s funeral?

4. Why didn’t Wolfsheim go to the funeral?

5. What had Gatsby done that lets the reader know he cared about his family?
6. What was Wilson doing during the three hours that could not be accounted for on the day he killed Gatsby?

7. What was the real reason for Daisy’s not attending the funeral?

8. Why does Nick take care of the details of Gatsby’s funeral?

9. Explain Nick’s sense of responsibility as contrasted against the irresponsibility of Tom and Daisy.

10. What is the significance in Wolfsheim’s and Mr. Gatz’s description of Gatsby?

11. What does this indicate about Nick?

