Native American and Colonial Notes (Unit 1)

Native American

1. Communicated Orally

a. Approximately 500 different languages over 200 separate groups

2. Focus on nature

a. View of nature as a provider and safe haven

b. Believed in a symbiotic relationship with nature (you are a part of nature not a ruler over it)

c. Nature encompasses both good and evil (light and dark), and the world must have both to maintain balance.

3. Theology

a. Believed one had to journey to the place of creation.

4. Literature

a. Why do we read Native American Literature?

· Only 3 major migrations are responsible for populating America

· Every human’s first exposure to language is in oral form

b. Focus on Folk Tales: Myths, Legends, fables, and trickster tales.

c. Folk Tales usually teach family obligations or societal values.

· Myth – A traditional story, passed down through generations, which explains why the world is the way it is. (Creation Myth – focus on how the world was made)

1. Functions of a myth:

a. metaphysical – shows the mystery/wonder of creation. the source of everything
b. cosmological -- describes "shape" of universe, so every, rock/hill/flower has a place.
c. sociological -- pass down "the law," the moral and ethical codes for people of that culture to follow, which help define the culture and its prevailing social structure

d. pedagogical -- lead us through particular rites of passage that define the various significant stages of our lives-from dependency to maturity to old age, and to death. Rites of passage bring us into harmony with the nature and allow us to make the journey from one stage to another with a sense of comfort and purpose.

· Legend – A story, passed down through generation, which is believed to have a historical basis.
Enlightenment / Colonial Literature (1607 – 1800)

Pilgrims and Puritans

1. Historical Context
a. Pilgrims – Not puritans – known as separatists because they wanted to GET AWAY from the Anglican Church (Church of England). Were not welcome in England. Jamestown and Plymouth.

b. Puritans – wanted to reform the Anglican Church from within. Held ties to England but wanted a reformed church in the Americas. Jamestown and Massachusetts Bay.

1. Theocracy – people are ruled by people of the church.
2. God is in the world and can alter it and Humans are sinners and basically bad
3. Holiness and Mysticism

4. Theology – Calvinistic theology – Predestination – you can not be saved or choose to go to heaven. God has already chosen those who will go.

c. Quakers – Believed in universal love and brotherhood. Deeply democratic. Opposed to dogmatic religious authority. Driven out of Mass. and started new colony in Pennsylvania (1681). Antinomianism – “against the law” they attacked the notion the bible leads all life.
d. Women practiced “self-deprecation” as a rhetorical device in writing
2. Genre/Style
a. Sermons, diaries, personal narratives, slave narratives
b. Moralistic/didactic–taught lesson; Practical–newspaper; Plain style–no sections of elaborate speech

c. The artist was responsible to the audience, not to themselves.

d. Women practiced self-deprecation as a rhetorical device in writing at first to attract an audience and then as a sarcastic ploy. They did this because society already saw them as less than men and they had to uphold that view to attract the audience.

3. Major Writers

a. Ann Bradstreet – puritan (first American poet -- WOMAN)
b. William Bradford -- separatist
c. Edward Taylor – puritan (considered first American poet)
d. Jonathan Edwards -- puritan
e. John Smith

f. Thomas Morton – part of the church of England
Age of Reason (Revolutionaries) 

1. Historical Context

a. American Revolution / Growth of patriotism

b. Development of American character/democracy

c. Focus on science (Franklin, Newton, Jefferson, etc.)

d. Use of reason as opposed to faith alone

1. All men are rational and basically good

2. Theology–Deism (clockmaker theory)– wanted to cast aside irrational superstitions (Puritan Theology)

a. Based on natural law

b. There is a god who made and set the world to natural law

c. One must follow the laws of nature and live the “best” life he/she can to get to heaven

d. God will not intervene in the world – no “grace of God” or “individual salvation”

2. Genre/Style

a. Political pamphlets, essays, travel writing, speeches, documents
b. Instructive in values; highly ornate writing style

3. Major Writers

a. Abigail Adams (wife of John Adams) – campaigned for women’s rights in writing letters
b. Ben Franklin – Autobiography and Almanac
c. Thomas Jefferson – Declaration of Independence
d. Thomas Paine – remains a model of effective propaganda
e. Patrick Henry – “Speech in the Va. Conv.”

