Persuasive topics

Many states now require graduation tests, through the National Standards and Testing for School Achievement, for students to demonstrate skills before receiving a diploma.  Should all high school students in the U. S. be required to take a graduation exam?  Deliver a speech to your local educational board. 
Your local newspaper ran an article entitled "America: a Sexist Country", which discussed the issue of sexism in America. Write a letter to the editor of the local newspaper arguing on the validity of sexism in American as response to the article.
Due to recent school violence, many people now believe that all schools should have metal detectors and tighter security.  Use evidence from outside sources to argue for or against this statement.  Write a letter to the editor of the local newspaper.

Many parents and religious groups have complained to school systems about certain books on the shelves of the library.  They want to ban certain books that they find offensive.  Should these groups be allowed to insist that books be banned?  Write a letter to the editor of the local newspaper arguing for or against this issue.

Once again, the controversy over prayer in schools is being discussed at your school. Some say that prayer is beneficial for students and teachers. Others claim that it forces religious beliefs on students. Decide how you feel about prayer in school. Write a letter to the editor of the local newspaper describing your position on prayer in schools. Describe the reason for your position, and try to convince others to agree with you.

Many inventions have changed the way people live over the last 20 years. Some people believe the changes have been for the better while others think the changes have been for the worse. Choose an invention over the last 20 years which has changed the way people live and prove whether it has it been for the better or worse?
Your family is considering getting a new pet. Some members of the family welcome the proposed addition, while others think that the pet will be another nuisance in the house. Your family is considering a dog, a fish, a cat, or a gerbil. To make this decision, your parents have asked each family member to write a letter that makes an argument for or against a specific pet. How do you feel about having a new pet?
Many teenagers in today’s society undergo plastic surgery of some kind.  A friend has recently mentioned interest in these cosmetic procedures.  Convince this friend to undergo or shun cosmetic surgery.  In the space provided below, write a letter to your friend detailing your position. 

In some Asian countries cutting off a thief’s right hand is still commonly practiced. Do you think the notion “eye for an eye” this is the best way?

As a result of political instabilities, a local political organization reacts severely to the acts of the government. It plans to throw an act of protest. You know that this party is dangerous. Your friend, however, is inspired and wants to join. Tell him about possible consequences of getting into something that is not trustworthy.
Make a pro/con (for/against, one side/the other side, one object choice over another) chart.

Thinking of only pro’s…..list all you can (just list them don’t think about it)

Thinking of only con’s….list all you can (just list them, don’t think about it)

Look at your lists

Can you combine any of them that are too similar?

Combine them (make a new list)

Which side has more or ones that seem really strong?

Choose that side.

Make a chart with each item you came up with

Under each item, list three examples (real life or other) that could support your item. Just list/ don’t go in depth.

Stop!!

